
What are you doing this summer?  Summer is a time when we go on vacation; a time when we are 

able to go outside (if itõs not  raining) and ride our bikes or take a walk.  It is also the time when 

we work on our yard or do the outside chores which we werenõt able to get to in the winter.  If 

you are like me I usually say, òI willó do it this year or this week.  And you know what, I never get 

to it. Maybe the better word for this could be òI Mayó. 

If you became a soldier in The Salvation Army,  you signed 

a document called the Articles of War.  This document is a 

physical reminder of the covenant we make with God and 

they outline the expectations of a soldier in The Salvation 

Army. But, there is a second document which outlines the 

promises that you make as a soldier.  They are the òI willsó 

and not the òI Maysó of soldiership.  They are based on 

scripture and are the basis of the covenant that every 

believer makes.  These òI willsó are the way that we would 

live our lives as soldiers of Jesus Christ,: people who are 

filled with the Holy Spirit., living out a life of practical 

holiness.  Have you read them lately?  Take out your 

Articles of War and read them again and recommit 

yourself to living out this òI Willsó. 
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òThis is the word of the Lord to 

Zerrubbabel: ôNot by might nor 

power, but by my Spirit,õ says the 

Lord.ó 

Zechariah 4:6 

Soldier òI Wills 

-I will be responsive to the Holy Spiritõs work and obedient to His leading in my life, growing in grace through 

worship, prayer, service and the reading of the Bible. 

-I will make the values of the Kingdom of God and not the values of the world the standard for my life. 

-I will uphold Christian integrity in every area of my life, allowing nothing in thought, word or deed that is unworthy 

or unclean, untrue of profane, dishonest or immoral. 

-I will maintain Christian ideals in all my relationships with others, my family and neighbors, my colleagues and 

fellow Salvationists, those to whom and for whom I am responsible, and the wider community. 

-I will uphold the sanctity of marriage and of family life. 

-I will be a faithful steward of my time and gifts, my money and possessions; my body, my mind and my spirit, 

knowing that I am accountable to God. 

-I will abstain from alcoholic drink, tobacco, the non-medical use of addictive drugs, gambling, pornography, the 

occult, and all else that could enslave the body or spirit. 

-I will be faithful to the purposes for which God  raised up The Salvation Army, sharing the good news of Jesus 

Christ, endeavoring to win others to Him, and in His name caring for the needy and the disadvantaged.. 

-I will be actively involved, as I am able, in the life and work, worship and witness of the corps, giving as large a 

proportion of my income as possible to support its ministries and the worldwide work of the Army. 

-I will be true to the principles and practices of The Salvation Army, loyal to its leaders, and I will show the spirit of 

Salvationism whether in times of popularity or persecution. 
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In my life before I knew the Salvation Army, I was a victim of my circumstances.  Alcoholism started at the age of 17 with 

the mixed use of other substances which I used as an escape from the hurt and secrets in my life.  I suffered throughout my 

childhood and used these compulsive, addictive behaviors as an escape, yet they added to my life of despair. I became able 

to hide my addictions by wearing masks and became a professional functioning alcoholic.  I thought this was normal due to 

my upbringing and what I saw within my family for many years.  My relationship with Christ began at the age of five, started 

out in the Catholic faith and I experienced other numerous faiths and traditions 

through my 20õs and 30õs.  Finally, due to lifeõs circumstances, I stayed away from 

the church.   

As denial grew stronger I played the role of a powerhouse business woman 

during the day and at night the other side of my addictive behavior took complete 

control.  Over a period of years, additional downfalls led to bankruptcy, loss of 

employment, repossessions of property, identity theft and several evictions.  The 

final result of having no where to live and turning the custody of my daughter 

over to another family was the beginning of breaking down the wall of denial and 

pride that I carried for so many years.  These circumstances finally led me to the 

ARC by a minister, who was a former beneficiary of the program.  She told me 

that my life was going to take a drastic change if I followed the Lordõs prompting. 

It was also brought to my attention by other local church leaders that the Lord 

was going to use to òteach and preachó His Word.  Even though I could not see 

anything close to òpreaching the Wordó, I was still determined that something in 

my life would be different if I followed the program through. 

As I struggled in the program day by day, I began to receive numerous 

òbreakthroughsó.  The Lord used my time at the ARC to re-establish y 

relationship with him in such a way that I would never leave him again.  God also 

clearly revealed and confirmed the calling on my life which was amazing to me.  I remained a faithful adherent with the New 

Hope Corps during my time in ARC program and thought that my calling in ministry would have me leave The Salvation 

Army.  Once I graduated in May 2008 the good things in life began to happen and new revelations from the Lord became 

clearer to me. 

I will always be grateful for the Majors, beneficiaries and òCelebrate Recoveryó.  These people and programs helped me to 

empty my soul of the things that kept me in bondage for so many years.  By the grace of God, I obtained Soldiership with 

the New Hope Corps on January 25, 2009, under the leadership of Envoy Patricia Wood, who has truly been a blessing in 

my life.  I am no longer a victim of my previous circumstances, my daughter is back with me and I know that I cannot 

survive unless the Lord it the leader of my life.   Since we live in a sinful world I expect to have daily struggles.  At least this 

time I know that I will lean on the Lord to pull me through.  If it is Godõs will in due time I plan on enrolling in The Salvation 

Army School for Officer Training.  But no matter what the outcome, I am in this race until the end, and will let the Lord 

use me in whatever capacity he sees fit. 

      Senior Soldier Denise Hunt 

 

 


